
A border wall paid for by Mexico 

Before: His vow to build a wall along the US-Mexican border was one of the most controversial 
of Mr Trump's campaign promises. Mr Trump also insisted that Mexico would pay for it. 

After: Not one brick has been laid of the "big, beautiful wall". Mexico poured scorn on the claim 
that it would pay for such a barrier, and even Mr Trump appears to have dropped that idea. 

Democrats are vociferously opposed to a wall, whereas some Republicans have baulked at a bill 
that could reach $21.5bn (£17bn), according to a Department of Homeland Security internal 
report. 

In December 2018 the US government went into shutdown after Democrats resisted Mr Trump's 
demands for $5bn to fund the wall. 

All Mr Trump has to show so far for his signature campaign pledge is a photocall of him posing 
alongside wall prototypes.  

 

Deporting all illegal immigrants 

Before: Mr Trump repeatedly told his supporters that every single undocumented immigrant - of 
which there are estimated to be more than 11.3 million - "have to go". (they’ve been claiming 11 
million the last 4 years, more like 30 million plus) 

After: As polling day approached, his stance began to soften slightly, then after the election he 
scaled it back to some two to three million deportations of people who "are criminal and have 
criminal records, gang members, drug dealers".  

In fiscal year 2018 deportations were at 256,000, a slight rise on the year before, though not as 
high as the 2012 peak of 410,000 under the Obama administration.  

The future of young undocumented immigrants known as Dreamers hangs in the balance because 
Mr Trump has cancelled the Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (Daca) 
programme, which allows some 700,000 people to remain in the US. The case is now in legal 
limbo. 

 

  



Ditching Nato 

Before: Mr Trump repeatedly questioned the military alliance's purpose, calling it "obsolete". 
One issue that irked him was whether members were pulling their weight and "paying their 
bills". In one New York Times interview in July 2016, he even hinted that the US would not 
come to the aid of a member invaded by Russia. 

After: But as he hosted Nato's secretary general at the White House in April 2018, the US 
president said the threat of terrorism had underlined the alliance's importance. "I said it [Nato] 
was obsolete," Mr Trump said. "It's no longer obsolete." 

In July 2018, Mr Trump reiterated his support at the Nato summit, but suggested the US might 
still leave if allies did not acquiesce to his budget demands.  

The abrupt departure of Defence Secretary Jim Mattis has concerned some US allies, as the 
general had been among aides urging the president to keep the US in Nato. 

 

China as currency manipulator 

Before: Mr Trump repeatedly pledged to label Beijing a "currency manipulator" on his first day 
in office, during an election campaign when he also accused the Asian powerhouse of "raping" 
the US. China has been accused of suppressing the yuan to make its exports more competitive 
with US goods. 

After: He told the Wall Street Journal in April 2018 that China had not been "currency 
manipulators" for some time and had actually been trying to prevent the yuan from further 
weakening.  

 

  



Prosecuting Hillary Clinton  

Before: "Lock her up" was one of the main rallying cries of Mr Trump's supporters. 

They wanted to see Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in prison over the use of her private email 
server while secretary of state. 

And Mr Trump was more than willing to back their calls for, at the very least, a fresh 
investigation. During the debates, he told Mrs Clinton: "If I win, I am going to instruct my 
attorney general to get a special prosecutor to look into your situation." 

After: The president-elect's tone changed almost as soon as he had won, describing the woman 
he had said was "such a nasty woman" as someone the country owed "a debt of gratitude". Later, 
he said he "hadn't given [the prosecution] a lot of thought" and had other priorities. (I wonder 
who granted the “get out of jail card” to Hillary) 

On 22 November, Mr Trump's spokeswoman said he would not pursue a further investigation - 
to help Mrs Clinton "heal". 

 

Rebuilding infrastructure 

Before: The country's infrastructure "will become, by the way, second to none, and we will put 
millions of our people back to work as we rebuild it", he said in his victory speech in November. 

After: Has repeated his vow to spend big on the country's roads, rail and airports, but as yet, 
there is little sign of action. By March 2018 Congress had allocated $21bn for infrastructure 
spending - far short of the $1.5tn Mr Trump has called for.  

 


